Ti Grace Atkinson

1. Ti Grace Atkinson is a pioneering figure in radical feminism in the U.S. Her ideas
shifted the perspective by asserting that women’s oppression isn’t just a legal or
economic issue, but a political system rooted in male dominance (patriarchy).
Unlike liberal feminists who wanted equality through reforms, Atkinson argued
that patriarchy must be dismantled entirely. She emerged as one of the most
influential and controversial voices of the Second Wave Feminist Movement in the
late 1960s and early 1970s.

2. Ti Grace Atkinson (born Grace Atkinson) was born on November 9, 1938, in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, USA. She is a feminist philosopher, activist, and author
associated with the radical feminism movement. Her education includes studies
at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts and Columbia University. She is the
founder of the feminists and is best known for her major work, “Amazon
Odyssey” (1974).

3. During the 1960s, the United States experienced a surge of social movements,
including the civil rights movement, anti-Vietham War protests, student activism,
the sexual revolution, and women’s liberation. Many women’s organisations, like
the National Organisation for Women (NOW), called for equal legal rights,
employment opportunities, and anti-discrimination laws. However, Atkinson
argued that these reforms were inadequate because they did not address the
fundamental structures of patriarchy. She believed feminism should be a
revolutionary movement aimed at changing these deeper societal foundations

rather than merely implementing reforms.

4. Atkinson was raised in a well-educated family and moved often due to her father’s
job. She initially studied fine arts before switching to Philosophy at Columbia
University. During her philosophy studies, she read Simone de Beauvoir’s “The
Second Sex”, which profoundly influenced her. Inspired by Beauvoir, she reached

out to Betty Friedan and became involved in the growing feminist movement.
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She was among the first members of the National Organisation for Women
(NOW). She quickly rose to become a National Board member and served as
President of the New York Chapter in 1967. However, she grew frustrated because
NOW concentrated primarily on issues like equal employment, equal pay, and
legal reforms, rather than challenging male dominance itself. This led to her

resignation in 1968.

According to Atkinson, NOW had become bureaucratic, moderate, reformist, and
male-oriented in its organisational style. She believed feminism should challenge
marriage, family, sexual hierarchy, and patriarchal institutions rather than just

seeking inclusion within them.

After leaving NOW, she founded Feminists in 1968, which became one of
America’s first radical feminist organisations. Its goals included dismantling
patriarchy, challenging marriage norms, opposing traditional gender roles,
advocating for women’s autonomy, and rejecting male dominance. Unlike liberal
feminism, it argued that society needed structural change instead of gradual

reforms.

Atkinson argued that women’s oppression is rooted in politics rather than biology.
She believed society classifies people into two political groups: men as the
dominant class and women as the subordinate class. Therefore, gender inequality

is not just biological but a power dynamic within society.

Atkinson considered patriarchy to be a universal, historical, political, and
institutional system. He explained that patriarchy operates through various
means, such as the “family,” which socialises women into obedience; “marriage,”
that legally reinforces women’s dependence; “sexuality,” where sexual relations
often mirror unequal power dynamics; “religion,” where religious traditions
uphold gender hierarchies; “law,” which has historically protected male authority;

and “culture,” including media and literature, that normalise male superiority.

Atkinson’s influential idea of sex class proposes that society is divided into two
political classes: men and women. This division mirrors class domination, where
one class holds power while the other is systematically subordinated. This analysis

shifts focus from individual prejudice to structural power.

Atkinson viewed marriage as a political institution that reinforces patriarchy and

female dependence. She argued that traditional marriage often institutionalised
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unequal power dynamics between husbands and wives, making it a key focus of

radical feminist critique.

She contended that romantic love is often shaped by unequal social structures.
Atkinson notes that women are frequently guided to view themselves in relation

to men, and emotional reliance can deepen these unequal power relationships.

She challenged prevailing assumptions about sexuality by arguing that sexual
relationships should be analysed in terms of power as well as personal choice. Her
work sparked important debate within feminist scholarship because some viewed

these claims as too broad, while others believed they revealed hidden inequalities.

Atkinson became associated with political lesbianism, which argued that women
could reject heterosexual relationships as a political act against patriarchal
systems. This idea was controversial and sparked extensive debate within
feminism. Not all radical feminists supported it, and it remains a debated topic in

feminist history.

The major works include Amazon Odyssey (1974), her most well-known book on
radical feminism, marriage, patriarchy, sexual politics, and women’s liberation. It
also features significant pamphlets like Radical Feminism (1969), The Institution
of Sexual Intercourse (1968), Radical Feminism and Love (1969), and Vaginal

Orgasm as a Mass Hysterical Survival Response (1968).

The key ideas include that feminism is revolutionary and aims to fundamentally
transform society rather than just reform institutions. Additionally, patriarchy is
identified as the primary system of oppression, with gender oppression serving as
a foundation for many other forms of domination. Women'’s liberation is framed
as requiring independence, emphasising the development of political, economic,
and psychological autonomy. Furthermore, institutions such as marriage, family,
religion, and culture are not neutral; they can sustain unequal power structures

and must be critically examined.

. Atkinson contributed to developing radical feminist political theory, brought the

concept of sexual politics into mainstream discussions, and emphasised patriarchy
as a system of political power, inspiring subsequent feminist critiques of

institutions and gender roles.

Her work has attracted criticism for various reasons. Some critics labelled it as

“overgenerationalisation,” arguing she sometimes viewed all men as a single,



dominant group. Others pointed out “limited attention to diversity,” noting that
later feminist scholars felt her framework did not sufficiently consider race, class,
or colonialism. Additionally, there were concerns about “essentialism,” with some
believing her arguments risked depicting men and women as fixed political
categories. Her views on heterosexuality- which included critiques of heterosexual
relationships and support for political lesbianism- were also highly controversial

and not widely accepted within feminist circles.

19. Her ideas influenced radical feminism, feminist political theory, the women’s
liberation movement, feminist critiques of marriage and sexual politics, and
gender studies. Although later feminist scholarship diversified in many directions,
Atkinson remains a key figure in understanding the development of radical

feminist thought.
20. The comparison with other feminists suggests -
e Betty Friedan advocating for equal opportunities within existing institutions.
e Simone de Beauvoir describes women as the ‘other.”

o Kate Millett's work includes' Sexual Politics' and critiques of patriarchy.
Shulamith Firestone focuses on biological reproduction as a source of
oppression. Ti Grace Atkinson analyses patriarchy as a political system and

critiques marriage and sex class.

21. Ti Grace Atkinson shifted feminism from simply advocating for equal rights to a
radical critique of political structures that, in her perspective, reinforce gender-

based power and inequality.
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Thinker Main Focus « Pioneer of Radical Feminism.
Betty Friedan Equal opportunities within existing institutions « Former president of the New York chapter of NOW.
Simone de Beauvoir Woman as the ‘Other' « Founder of The Feminists (1968). ""
Kate Millett Sexual politics and patriarchy + Developed the concept of sex-class.
Shulamith Firestone Biological reproduction as a source of oppression * Viewed patriarchy as a political system of domination.
= - « Critiqued marriage, traditional family and gender roles.
Ti-Grace Atkinson Patriarchy as a political system; critique of ”

Associated with the idea of political lesbianism.
Author of Amazon Odyssey (1974).

* Ti-Grace Atkinson transformed feminism from a movement seeking equal rights into a radical critique

marriage and sex-class

of the political structures that institutionalize gender-based power and inequality.
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