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1. Jean Blondel (1929 - 2022) was a notable French political scientist and comparative 

analyst, known for his systematic studies of political parties, governments, 

cabinets, leadership, and institutions worldwide. His importance lies in pushing 

comparative politics toward more empirical, systematic, and genuinely 

international research.  

2. Blondel argues that political institutions should be examined through systematic 

cross-country comparison rather than focusing on individual nations. His 

approach involved classifying and comparing political systems, empirically 

studying institutions, and analysing a diverse set of countries- not only Britain, 

France, or the United States- to discover patterns and variations in institutional 

operation. This comparative method transforms isolated political facts into a more 

comprehensive understanding of politics.   

3. Blondel’s work significantly focused on comparing party systems. He examined 

factors like the number of influential parties, their electoral power, ideological 

distinctions, and election competition patterns. His research distinguished various 

system types, such as two-party, two-and-a-half-party, multiparty, and dominant-

party systems. The two-and-a-half-party system stands out: it involves two main 

parties competing, with a smaller third party that plays an essential role in forming 

coalitions or impacting government formation.   

4. Blondel significantly advanced the understanding of executive government by 

expanding beyond the traditional focus on cabinets as constitutional entities—

covering minister roles, cabinet formation, minister-prime minister relationships, 

decision-making processes, and ministerial careers—to explore broader issues. He 

also examined how political executives vary across different countries. His 

contributions were instrumental in establishing comparative executive studies as 

a vital subfield.  
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5. Blondel regarded leadership as a crucial element in politics. He examined leaders 

by analysing their aims, resources, institutional limitations, and the political 

context, along with the actual impact of their leadership. Consequently, leadership 

should be understood not only through personality but also within its institutional 

and social settings.  

6. Blondel carried out a comprehensive analysis of variations among political 

leaders, examining Presidents, Prime Ministers, Cabinets, Ministers, and 

bureaucratic systems. His comparative study revealed that a leader's 

constitutional authority often does not align with their true influence. A key aspect 

of his work is the difference between formal institutions and genuine political 

behavior.  

7. Blondel also became a prominent scholar of European government and 

integration, especially studying how European political institutions function. He 

played a key role in establishing the Department of Political and Social Sciences at 

the European University Institute (EU) in Florence and greatly supported the 

development of comparative political science throughout Europe.  

8. His works include   

• An Introduction to Comparative Government (1969) such as systematic 

comparative analysis of political institutions   

• Comparative Legislatures (1973) such as comparative study of legislatures 

and their political roles.  

• Political Parties: A Genuine Case for Discontent?  (1978)   

• World Leaders: Heads of Government in the Postwar Period (1980) such as 

comparative political leadership  

• The Organisation of Governments (1982) such as comparative examinations 

of governmental organisation.  

1. Blondel belongs to the generation that pushed comparative politics away from 

purely legal - constitutional description towards “Institutions + Empirical 

Evidence + Cross National Comparison + Political Behaviour”. Yet he did not 

abandon institutions. Rather, he combined institutional analysis with empirical 

political science.  

9. Jean Blondel champions an empirical methodology, analysing parties, 

governments, cabinets, and leadership. He highlights cross-national institutional 

comparisons and recognises two and a half somewhat overlapping patterns. 
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Conversely, Giovanni Sartori is renowned for his emphasis on conceptual clarity 

and classification, especially in categorising party systems. His focus lies on the 

number of significant parties, ideological differences, and classifications like 

polarised pluralism.  

10. His lasting impact can be summarised as a progression from' comparative politics' 

to' party systems, ' then to' cabinets, ' ' governments, ' ' political leadership, ' and 

ultimately' European institutions. ' He was instrumental in promoting the idea that 

governments and political institutions ought to be examined comparatively and 

empirically across various political systems.   

11. Jean Blondel revolutionised comparative politics by systematically analysing 

parties, governments, cabinets, and political leaders globally, connecting formal 

institutions with real political practices.  
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