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Fredrick Forsyth 
 
“I write thrillers because it’s a way to say something about the world without being obvious”. 
~Fredrick Forsyth 
 

1. Frederick Forsyth, born on August 25, 1983, in Ashford, Kent, England, died on 
June 9, 2025, in Jordans, Buckinghamshire, England. He was a renowned British 
novelist and journalist, celebrated for his well-researched and fast-paced thrillers. 
Forsyth sold over 75 million copies of his more than 25 books worldwide, many of 
which were turned into successful films and television series.  
 

2. Forsyth, hailing from Ashford, Kent, was educated at Tonbridge School before 
attending the University of Granada in Spain. He began his career with the Royal 
Air Force (RAF) as a pilot from 1956 to 1958, operating de Havilland Vampire Jets. 
In 1965, he was commissioned as an acting pilot officer, following his promotion 
to pilot officer in 1957. Forsyth began his journalism career in 1958 with the 
Eastern Daily Press and later joined Reuters in 1961 as a European correspondent, 
where he covered major events, including the attempted assassination of Charles 
de Gaulle. In 1965, he took on the role of assistant diplomatic correspondent for 
the BBC.  
 

3. In 1967, Forsyth went to Nigeria to report on the Biafran War. He departed from 
the BBC in 1968 amid accusations of bias in his reporting regarding the Biafran 
cause, subsequently freelancing on the conflict. His time there shaped his first non-
fiction work, The Biafra Story (1960). 
 
Financial needs reportedly drove Forsyth’s transition to fiction. He utilized the 
thorough research methods from his journalism background to develop his novels, 
resulting in the creation of a new genre frequently referred to as the 
“documentary thriller.” This genre, characterized by its meticulous attention to 
detail and realistic portrayal of events, was a perfect fit for Forsyth's journalistic 
style. 
 
His debut novel, The Day of the Jackal, marked a pivotal turning point in his career 
upon its publication in 1971. Completed in just 35 days, this political thriller about 
a hitman hired to kill French President Charles de Gaulle propelled him to 
worldwide recognition, despite facing initial rejections from publishers. The book 
became an international bestseller, won the Edgar Allan Poe Award for Best Novel, 
and inspired a successful film adaptation in 1973, as well as a more recent 
television series.  
 
In 2015, Forsyth revealed his extensive partnership with the British intelligence 
agency MI6, which began during his reporting on the Nigerian Civil War in the 
1960s and continued for over twenty years. This partnership, which involved him 
providing insights and analysis on various international situations, often enriched 
the authenticity and complex details evident in his thrillers.  



2 
 

 

 
4. Forsyth’s writing showcases a journalistic style that highlights authenticity, 

detailed structure, and rapid plots. He carried out thorough research for his books, 
incorporating detailed technical and operational elements that enriched the 
authenticity of his narratives. His tales are renowned for their intense suspense 
and steady pacing, which keeps readers engaged. His works frequently explore 
global conflicts, ideologies, and the shifting dynamics of power, underscoring his 
profound understanding of international affairs. His characters, particularly the 
protagonists, often display exceptional professionalism and precision in their roles 
as assassins, spies, or investigative journalists. His characters frequently confront 
morally complex dilemmas, such as the trade-offs between personal and national 
interests or the ethical implications of their actions. These dilemmas highlight the 
intricate dimensions of global politics and intelligence, adding depth to his 
narratives.  

 
5. Some of Frederick Forsyth’s most celebrated works are –  

 
● The Day of the Jackal (1971): His groundbreaking debut, a detailed thriller 

about an assassin hired to kill Charles de Gaulle. It revolutionised the genre 
and is considered a benchmark for espionage fiction. 

● The Odessa File (1972): This tale follows a journalist on the hunt for a Nazi war 
criminal concealed in post-war Germany, revealing a dark conspiracy.  

● The Dogs of War (1974): A gripping narrative about mercenaries sent to 
overthrow an African dictator, exploring themes of greed, betrayal, and the 
costs associated with power.  

● The Fourth Protocol (1984): A Cold War thriller centered on a Soviet scheme 
to set off a nuclear bomb in Britain, revealed by an MI5 agent. 

● Icon (1996): A novel set in post-Soviet Russia, noted for its foresight regarding 
the rise of authoritarian populist nationalism and, to some, foreseeing Vladimir 
Putin's ascendance. 

● The Kill List (2013): A contemporary thriller in which an intelligence agent 
known as “The Tracker” pursues a notorious terrorist.  

● Other notable works include The Devil’s Alternative (1979), The Negotiator 
(1989), The Deceiver (1991), The First of God (1994), Avenger (2003), The 
Afghan (2006), The Cobra (2010), and The Fox (2018). His autobiography, The 
Outsider: My Life in Intrigue, was released in 2015. A sequel to Odessa, co-
written with Toby Kent, is scheduled for publication in August 2015.  

 
In 1997, Frederick Forsyth was appointed Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE) 
and, in the same year, he received the Crime Writers’ Association Diamond Dagger award for 
lifetime achievement. He was also recognised with the Bouchercon Lifetime Achievement 
Award.  
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